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Mueller Report 


Trump’s ongoing efforts to thwart 
investigation, oust counsel detailed 


RELUCTANT STAFF: Aides 
declined to carry out orders 


TRUMP RESPONSE: ‘Game Over’ 
as he takes off for Mar-A-Lago 


SPEED READING: Congress, media 
spent day digesting 448 pages 
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By NANCY BENAC, CHAD DAY, 
ERIC TUCKER AND MICHAEL BALSAMO 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s report revealed 
Thursday that President Donald 
Trump tried to seize control of the 
Russia probe and force Mueller’s 
removal to stop him from investigat- 
ing potential obstruction of justice by 
the president. Trump was largely 
thwarted by those around him who 
refused to go along. 

Mueller described multiple epi- 
sodes in which Trump directed others 
to influence or curtail the Russia 
investigation after the special coun- 
sel’s appointment in May 2017. Those 
efforts “were mostly unsuccessful, but 
that is largely because the persons 
who surrounded the President de- 
clined to carry out orders or accede to 
his requests,” Mueller wrote. 

Since Mueller ended his investiga- 
tion last month, a central question 
facing the Justice Department has 
been why Mueller’s team did not 
reach a conclusion about whether the 
president obstructed justice. The issue 
was complicated, the report said, by 
two key factors: the fact that, under 
department practice, a sitting presi- 
dent cannot be charged with a crime 
and that a president has a great deal of 
constitutional authority to give orders 
to other government employees. 

While the report marked the end of 
Mueller’s work, his investigation has 


ee a President Donald Trump attends a Wounded Warrior Project event in the East Room of the White House on Thursday, the same day the 


mer Trump associates and advisers. redacted version of the Mueller report was released. 


volving the president are ongoing, Rep ort now in hand, lawmakers 
wrestle with obstruction query 
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Trump’s legal team called Muel- MORE INSIDE | 
ler’s report “a total victory” for the : : 
president. Portrait of a White House 
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have argued from the very beginning Trump told Flynn to find 
— there was no collusion — there was 3 Ta 
Clinton emails in 2016 > A5 


no obstruction,” they said. 


After nearly two years, the two-vol- 
ume, 448-page redacted report made 


for riveting reading. 

In one particularly dramatic mo- 
ment, Mueller reported that Trump 
was so agitated at the special coun- 
seľs appointment on May 17, 2017, 


that he slumped back in his chair and 


declared: “Oh my God. This is terri- 
ble. This is the end of my presidency. 
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You can read the redacted 
report from Robert Mueller 
here: st.news/document 


By LISA MASCARO 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — It’s up to 
Congress to decide what to do 


with special counsel Robert Muel- 


ler’s findings about President 
Donald Trump. 

While the special counsel de- 
clined to prosecute Trump on 
obstruction of justice, he did not 
exonerate him, all but leaving the 
question to Congress. Mueller’s 


report provides fresh evidence of 
Trump’s interference in the Russia 
probe, challenging lawmakers to 
respond. The risks for both parties 
are clear if they duck the responsi- 
bility or prolong an inquiry that, 
rather than coming to a close, 
may be just beginning. 

“The responsibility now falls to 
Congress,” said Rep. Jerrold Na- 
dler, D-N.Y., chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee, 


which has the power to launch 
impeachment proceedings. 

How far lawmakers will go, 
though, remains unclear. Repub- 
licans are eager to push past what 
Trump calls the “witch hunt” that 
has overshadowed the party and 
his presidency. And while Demo- 
crats say Mueller’s findings are far 
more serious than initially indi- 
cated in Attorney General William 
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KeyArena project climbs to over $900M 
as planned reopening date is sina a 


OPENING JUNE 1, 2021 


Upgrades, construction 
complexities driving 
costs, officials say 


By GEOFF BAKER 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

NHL Seattle president and CEO 
Tod Leiweke on Thursday after- 
noon helped guide the first public 
tour of the massive KeyArena con- 
struction project — whose cost is 
now expected to top $900 million 
—and vowed that its developers 
won't skimp on the upgrades that 
have sent costs soaring. 

Just two hours earlier, The Seat- 
tle Times had reported the privately 
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Seattle City Attorney’s Office 
takes over investigation into 
collapse of power poles 


LAWSUITS ANTICIPATED 


Outside investigator hired, 
not named; access denied 
to toppled poles 


By DAVID GUTMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

With lawsuits likely, the Seattle 
City Attorney’s Office has taken 
over the investigation into why 
26 power poles collapsed near the 
Museum of Flight two weeks ago, 
crushing a car and sending the 
two people inside to the hospital. 

The City Attorney’s Office has 
hired an outside investigator to 
help with the process but de- 
clined to say who it is or what he 


spokesman for City Attorney Pete 
Holmes. 

The power poles fell late in the 
afternoon of April 5, tumbling 
down like a string of 90-foot-tall 
timber dominoes, strung together 
with live electrical wires. One pole 
crashed through the windshield of 
Linda and Tom Cook, who were 
driving down East Marginal Way 
in Tukwila and, miraculously, 
escaped without major injuries. 

It remains unclear what caused 
the poles to fall. 

Shortly after the incident, Seat- 
tle City Light, which jointly owns 
the 26 poles along with private 
communications companies, said 

See > POWER POLE, A8 


funded project's cost wouldexceed oq Leiweke, CEO of NHL Seattle, gave a tour of KeyArena’s 


or she will be looking at. 

“As is the case when we retain 
consulting experts in anticipation 
of litigation, the identity of any 


oe a e renovation on Thursday. The privately funded arena will be home to 


geted reopening had been delayed the Storm and Seattle’s new NHL team. 
several months, until at least 
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June 1, 2021. That means it would After the tour of the hollowed- and that “the schedule has slipped a investigating party is work-prod- 
push up against the late-May start out arena, Leiweke admitted costs bit,” but the project should be deliv- uct privileged and I won’t be able 
of that year’s WNBA season forthe have escalated to “between ered by the summer of 2021. to provide you any names in the 
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